Of all the tissues of the human body, none is more significant to dentists than the neural crest. Yet few dentists are even aware of its existence. For without the cranial neural crest, there would be no jaws or even teeth upon which to practice their profession. This latest book in a succession of texts and articles devoted to the neural crest, first identified in 1879 and subsequently, conveys the most up-to-date research in this enigmatic field. Embossed with a cover portraying the initial location of neural crest cells in an early mouse embryo, the book encompasses the contributions of 49 renowned researchers from around the world in 21 chapters. The subjects range from evolution and embryonic development through differentiation and disease to tissue engineering and repair. The latest insights into the molecular and cellular mechanisms that drive neural crest differentiation opens up potentially new avenues of cell-based therapies in regenerative medicine and dentistry that will be of clinical significance.
This book is obviously directed towards a research-based audience, but enlightened readers will find the chapters on neurocristopathies of relevance in understanding the pathogenesis of craniofacial disorders. Of particular dental interest is the chapter on 'tooth development and regeneration' . The resources and prospects identified This text is a tour de force in its field and is of significance to embryologists, craniofacial biologists, geneticists, syndromologists and oral and maxillofacial surgeons for its concepts and innovations in this rapidly expanding field. The quality of production from Academic Press is superb, providing a landmark reference work for those in the forefront of craniofacial research and regenerative surgical therapy.
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G. H. SPERBER  The Committee of Postgraduate
Dental Deans and Directors (COPDEND) has launched a consultation on the updated curriculum for dental foundation training. In 2013, a policy decision was taken to define foundation training as one year rather than the aspirational two years that had been the basis for the 2007 curriculum. An interim one year curriculum derived from the 2007 version was published in 2013 and is in use. A fundamental review of the curriculum has been carried out, taking into account current recommendations and requirements of dental regulators, commissioners and the wider health care environment. To contribute to the current review, visit the following link by 30 June: www.copdend.org/content.aspx?Gr oup=consultations&Page=consultat ion_copdenddftcurriculumnational-consultationexercise.
 This year's Scottish Scientific
Conference & Exhibition takes place at Glasgow's Crowne Plaza on 5 September 2014. The event will offer delegates up to six hours of verifiable CPD, and speakers will include Graham Ogden and Jack Toumba. For more information and to book, visit www.bda.org/scottishscientific.  Infection Prevention 2014 will be held in the SECC Glasgow from 29 September to 1 October, offering delegates the latest in infection prevention research, education and expertise. To view the programme visit www.ips.uk.net and click on the conference icon on the homepage.
NEWS IN BRIEF EXETER FUNDS PORTABLE DENTAL SURGERY
The Exeter and District BDA Section and the Exeter Dental Society (EDS) has raised £2,113 to fund a DentaidBox -a portable dental surgery packed into a wheelie bin.
The Exeter BDA DentaidBox will be sent to Kenya to Operation Imprezza, a charity supported by Teignmouth dentist Alison Revell, who will take it out on her next trip.
Exeter and EDS's members raised the money through cake sales, personal donations, collecting change and a raffle at the Exeter Dental Ball. They now plan to fundraise for a second DentaidBox.
Full details of the DentaidBox can be found at www.dentaid.org.
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